Clarendon County Regular Council Meeting
Monday, September 9, 2013, 6:00 PM
Council Chambers
Regular County Council Meeting

Those in attendance:

County Council Chairman, Dwight L. Stewart, Jr.
County Council Vice Chairman, William J. Frierson, Sr.
Councilman, Billy G. Richardson

Councilman, Benton Blakely

Councilman, AC English

County Administrator, David W. Epperson

Clerk to Council, Dorothy M. Levy

Press in attendance: Bobby Baker, The Item, Sandi Tucker, The Manning Times Extra, and
Sharron Haley, Clarendon Citizen

Others in attendance included:

Lynden Anthony Charlotte Johnston - Lee & Connie Bledsoe
Fred Tucker Robert McFadden Sampson Pearson
And other Clarendon County Citizens

Chairman Stewart called the meeting to order at 6:00 pm. He asked everyone for a
moment of silence in memory of the victims of 911. Vice Chairman Frierson led the invocation.
The Pledge of Allegiance was recited in unison.

I. Approval of Minutes

On motion by Councilman English and seconded by Vice Chairman Frierson, Council
voted unanimously to the council meeting minutes for the Regular Meeting which was held on
August 12, 2013 and the Special Called meetings with were held on August 20, 2013 and
August 29, 2013 with minor corrections.

II. Resolution 2013-08

Administrator Epperson stated that the Supreme Court issued a ruling in which County
Council must approve all mutual aid agreements between Clarendon County and other
Counties or Municipalities. He concluded by stating that with this agreement, Clarendon
County would receive a portion of the money seized from drug busts.

On motion by Councilman Blakely and seconded by Vice Chairman Frierson, Council
voted unanimously to the approval of Resolution 2013-08.

lll. Ordinance 2013-04
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Administrator Epperson presented Council with a synopsis of Ordinance 2013-04, an
Ordinance to amend Ordinance 2008-12, the Clarendon County Comprehensive Plan to adopt
statistical updates to the figures from the 2010 Census. He stated that every five years, the
County has to amend the Comprehensive Plan.

Mr. Gary Smith, Consultant, stated that the majority of the changes made to the
Comprehensive Plan, were made in chapters one and two. He continued by stating that the
Facilities were not updated, just the statistics were updated.

On motion by Councilman Richardson and seconded by Councilman English, Council
voted unanimously to First Reading of Ordinance 2013-04, an Ordinance to amend Ordinance
2008-12, the Clarendon County Comprehensive Plan.

IV. Ordinance 2013-05

Administrator Epperson stated that the Reassessment Appeals Board was established 5
years ago. He stated that this board hears appeals from property owners if they are not
satisfied with the assessed value of their property. He continued by stating that when the
board was established, no guidelines were set up. He concluded by stating that this ordinance
establishes the guidelines to include term limits.

On motion by Councilman English and seconded by Councilman Richardson, Council
voted unanimously to First Reading of Ordinance 2013-05, an Ordinance to establish the
Clarendon County Reassessment Appeals Board.

V. Financial Report

Mr. Lynden Anthony, Controller, began his report by stating that the General Fund spent
$1,581,113 for the month of August. He stated that the County has spent 17% of the budget
appropriation year to date.

Mr. Anthony stated that the Water and Sewer Department had Operating Expenses of
$90,343 and Operating Revenue of $114,001 for the month ending August 31, 2013. He
further stated that Depreciation and Interest Expense were a total of $42,938 leaving a Net
Utility deficit of $19,280.

Mr. Anthony further stated that the Weldon Auditorium has a deficit of $13,823 as of
August 31, 2013. He concluded by stating that the C Fund does not have a current report.

VI. Administrator’s Report

Mr. Epperson began his report by stating that the Self-Contained Breathing Apparatus
have arrived. He continued by thanking USDA for assisting Clarendon County with the funding
for this project. He stated that the topping of the trees at the airport have been completed. He
further stated that all obstructions from the airport runway have been completed with the
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exception of five properties in which the county is trying to locate the property owners.

Mr. Epperson stated that 64 trees were cut down and 20 trees were topped. He further
stated that top soil and sod were placed as needed. Mr. Epperson continued by stating that 22
trees would be replanted this fall and the trees average 12 to 15 feet in height. He further
stated that letters were sent to the property owners thanking them for their cooperation.

Mr. Epperson continued by stating that because of the rain this summer, some of the
County dirt roads are not up to standard but he wants to thank Mr. Tim Hilliard and the Public
Works Department for working hard on getting the dirt roads repaired.

Administrator Epperson further stated that we have received a lot of calls regarding the
spraying of mosquitoes. He stated that unfortunately, the County does not spray for
mosquitoes. He continued by stating that the City of Manning and Santee Cooper are the only
two entities, that he is aware of, that sprays for mosquitoes.

Mr. Epperson concluded his report by stating that the County is very proud of the roads
that have been paved this year. He further stated that there is some shoulder work to be done
before this project is completed. Mr. Epperson asked everyone to please purchase a ticket to
the Oak Ridge Boys Concert that was scheduled for September 12, 2013.

Administrator Epperson requested permission for John Truluck and himself to travel to
Washington, DC on October 22-24, 2013 to attend a meeting on Economic Development with
The South Carolina Legislative Delegation.

On motion by Councilman Blakely and seconded by Vice Chairman Frierson, Council
voted unanimously for Administrator Epperson and John Truluck to travel to Washington, DC
on October 22-24, 2013.

Mr. Epperson stated that the Delinquent Tax Sale is scheduled for Monday, October 7,
2013.

VIl. Chairman’s Report

Chairman Stewart began his report by stating that he would be attending a meeting in
Columbia, Tuesday, September 10, 2013, he stated that this meeting is sponsored by The
Association of Counties. ‘

Chairman Stewart continued by stating that the regular Council Meeting for October
would be held in Summerton at Clarendon School District One Board Room. Chairman
Stewart concluded his report by echoing what Administrator Epperson said in reference to the
County dirt roads, he stated that once these dirt roads get wet, you have to wait until they dry
out before the roads can be plowed. He concluded by asking the Citizens of Clarendon
County to please be patient.
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VIll. Executive Session

Chairman Stewart asked for a motion to go into Executive Session to discuss a
budgetary item and he asked Mr. Lynden Anthony to attend the Executive Session.

On motion by Councilman Richardson and seconded by Vice Chairman Frierson, Council
voted unanimously to go into Executive Session. The Executive Session began at
6:35 pm.

XIlV. Open Session

On motion by Councilman Blakely and seconded by Vice Chairman Frierson, Council
voted unanimously to come out of Executive Session and back into Open Session. The
Executive Session ended at 6:58 pm.

Chairman Stewart stated that in Executive Session, Council discussed funding for EMS
service. He stated that the Hospital Board asked Council to decrease the budget assistance
for EMS by $880,000 for a period of 8 years, which would cause a decrease in the millage rate
for the County for next year. He further stated that the Hospital Board stated that this would
allow the Hospital to increase its millage rate for 8 years.

Chairman Stewart stated that Council does not believe that the County can just increase
its millage rate after 8 years because the millage rate is based on a formula. He further stated
that Council asked the Hospital Board if there are other options if Council does not vote in
favor of their request. Chairman Stewart stated that the Hospital Board said yes, they have
other options.

Chairman Stewart stated that Council would decide tonight to either honor the request of
the Hospital Board or vote it down and allow the Hospital Board to pursue other options.

On motion by Councilman English and seconded by Vice Chairman Frierson, Council
voted unanimously to decline the request of the Hospital Board which would allow the
Hospital Board to pursue other options.

XV. Discussion

e Chairman Stewart stated that Council believes that the hospital is very important to
our community, citizens, industries, and families. He stated that the hospital board is
working very hard at stabilizing the hospital finances. Chairman Stewart explained
that Council’s action on tonight was not to indicate that Council is not in support of
the hospital, but to express that this in not in the best interest of our citizens.
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e Councilman Blakely stated that he is really concerned about the financial situation of
the Hospital. He stated that Council understood that everything was going good
until the former Administrator retired. Councilman Blakely stated that he hopes the
former Administrator did not do as some of the politicians did when things went bad.
He further stated that there isn’t any member of the Hospital Board from District 3.
He stated that if the Hospital Board was doing such a great job, how did the Hospital
get to this point. He concluded by stating that action should be taken and
everything should be evaluated.

e Chairman Stewart responded by stating that the Legislative Delegation makes
recommendation to the Governor and the Governor appoints the members of the
Hospital Board.

e Councilman Blakely stated that when he first came to Council, Betty Roper was
chairman and she turned the Hospital Board appointments over to the Legislative
Delegation. He further stated that Council works for the citizens and he thinks that
Council should have a more active role in appointing board members for the
Hospital instead of the Legislative Delegation.

Chairman Stewart asked if there were any other discussions. If not, he instructed
Administrator Epperson to notify the Hospital Board and inform them of Council’'s decision.
He concluded by asking for a motion to adjourn.

XVI. Adjournment

On motion by Vice Chairman Frierson and seconded by Councilman Blakely, Council
voted unanimously to adjourn the council meeting. The Council Meeting ended at 7.10 pm.

Respectfully Submitte

orothy M. Lev
Clerk to Clarendon County Council
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